Principles

Principles: High Level

The LNT plan encourages community participation and interactivity. Some LNT principles include:

Rethink Reduce Reuse Recycle Restore
Respect Plan ahead Prepare Travel & camp on Dispose of waste
durable surfaces properly
Leave what you find Minimize campfire Respect wildlife Educate Love »
impacts

| added "Educate" and "Love" because | felt they were missing. Each principle not only guides
behavior at the event but also enhances the overall experience by fostering a sustainable,
respectful, and inclusive community.

Principles: Detailed Review

Let's review each one of them that apply to Burning Man / Black Rock city, and figure out what they
mean and how we can implement them.

1. Rethink

Rethink involves challenging conventional ideas about consumption and lifestyle, especially in a
temporary city like Black Rock City. Participants are encouraged to reconsider their needs versus
wants, opting for sustainable choices that contribute less to waste and more to communal well-
being. This should happen BEFORE you even leave to Burning Man.

Did you buy stuff for the event? Carefully review and consider how it is packaged. Remove any
unnecessary packaging. If you plan to eventually dispose of some packaging, just do it in advance
before you leave your home.

2. Reduce

Reduce focuses on minimizing waste and excess. At Burning Man, this could mean bringing only
the essential items required for survival and enjoyment, thus reducing the amount of waste
generated and resources consumed.

Even the most minimalistic people | met at the event still told me that they ended up not using
20% of the items they brought with them. This doesn't mean coming un-prepared, it just means we
need to learn from past events and be careful and intentional with what we bring with us to the
event.



3. Reuse

Reuse encourages the creative repurposing of items. Burners can implement this by designing
costumes, shelters, and decorations from materials that can be used multiple times or in various
ways, reducing the need for new materials and minimizing waste.

For example in our camp we try to reuse as many items as possible from previous years. But this
also means that when you buy an item in the first place, you buy it because you think it can be
reused.

4. Recycle

Recycle ensures materials are reprocessed into new products. Participants can sort their
recyclables according to provided guidelines and use designated recycling stations, supporting
waste management efforts at the event.

5. Restore

Restore aims at leaving the environment as it was or better. After the event, attendees should
ensure they leave no trace, restoring their campsite to its original state and thus preserving the
natural beauty of the desert environment.

6. Respect

Respect covers the broad spectrum of respecting the community, culture, and environment of
Burning Man. This includes honoring the rights and boundaries of other participants, the local laws,
and cultural norms.

7. Plan Ahead

Plan Ahead involves thorough preparation for the event's harsh desert environment. This includes
having enough water, food, shelter, and medical supplies to ensure safety and reduce unexpected
resource depletion.

8. Prepare

Prepare dovetails with planning but focuses on personal readiness for all possible scenarios. This
includes understanding and preparing for the environmental conditions, communal expectations,
and personal needs during the event.

9. Travel & Camp on Durable Surfaces

Travel & Camp on Durable Surfaces emphasizes the importance of minimizing impact on the
land. Participants should use established paths and camping areas to avoid damaging the fragile
desert ecosystem.

10. Dispose of Waste Properly



Dispose of Waste Properly is crucial in a leave-no-trace context. Attendees must manage their
waste, using appropriate disposal methods for trash, recycling, and human waste to keep the site
pristine.

11. Leave What You Find

Leave What You Find encourages participants to enjoy the natural and artistic environments
without altering them. This includes not taking souvenirs such as rocks, plants, or artifacts from the
site.

12. Minimize Campfire Impacts

Minimize Campfire Impacts means using designated areas for fires and ensuring all flames are
completely extinguished to prevent wildfires and reduce pollution.

13. Respect Wildlife

Respect Wildlife is about avoiding interactions with wildlife. In the desert setting of Burning Man,
it means not feeding, harassing, or harming the local fauna.

14. Educate

Educate involves sharing knowledge about the principles of LNT and the specific cultural
expectations of Burning Man. Educating fellow participants about sustainability and community
responsibilities helps maintain the event’s ethos.

15. Love

Love symbolizes a profound respect and care for the community, environment, and oneself. At
Burning Man, it’'s about fostering a supportive, inclusive, and positive environment where all feel
welcomed and valued.
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